University. During that time, he worked in an East Cambridge health center and began to describe the connections between outbreaks or reemergence of infectious diseases in response to climate change.
In 1992 he attended the UN Conference on Environment and Development (known as the "Earth Summit") in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, which focused on the environmental impacts of poverty and the waste of natural resources. He was inspired by this event, and later became one of the few physicians at the center of the evolving science of climate change and its 
